
Fortress Solar Project

Who
Aypa has a proven track record of developing, financing, constructing, owning, and operating projects.

About Aypa Power

Aypa Power is a Blackstone portfolio company that 
develops, owns, and operates utility-scale energy 
storage and hybrid renewable energy projects. 

As an independent power producer, Aypa was founded 
in 2018 with the purpose of reducing reliance on fossil 
fuels, and making a positive impact in the fight against 
climate change, while improving grid reliability and 
resiliency.

Blackstone

Aypa Power Holdings LP

Aypa Power Development LLC

Fortress Solar Project

Fortress Solar I LLC
200 MW Solar + BESS

Fortress Solar II LLC
200 MW Solar + BESS

Fortress Solar III LLC
200 MW Solar + BESS
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What
A utility scale 600MW Solar and BESS Project known as the Fortress Solar Project.
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Solar panels provide 
clean energy during 

the day

Batteries support 
power supply when 

solar energy is 
unavailable

System works 
around the clock for 
a balanced power 

supply

The system is 
designed with winter 

months in mind
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Solar Generation

Battery Discharge

Battery Charge



Where
Proposing an up to 600MW Solar and BESS Project located 1.6 miles east of the City of Brush.
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No jurisdictional wetlands or waterbodies, sensitive biological, hydrological, historical, cultural, or archaeological resources.

Ownership
Landowners are supportive of the proposed 
Project.

Zoning Details
Solar collector facilities allowed in agricultural 
zones with Special Use Permit.

Land Characteristics
Predominantly shortgrass prairie with shrub/scrub.

Soils
Predominant soil type is valent sand, classified as 
non-hydric/dry.
No prime farmland within the Project area.

Wetlands and Waterbodies
No jurisdictional wetlands or waterbodies exist 
within the site, verified by field delineation.

Current Land Uses
Mainly rangeland with utility infrastructure.

Impacts

Minor

Moderate

Major

Rare Probable Possible

Sensitive Habitat

✓



Why
To provide renewable energy and storage solutions that can meet the growing demand for cheap clean energy.
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Using existing infrastructure to contribute to grid stability, and help the State and utilities meet their goals.

Sustainable

Scalable optimal solar 
resource

Reduced impacts because 
of existing infrastructure

Flexible

Direct connection to grid

Existing 345 kV and 230 
kV transformers

Independent

Security from costly peak-
time energy

Independence from price 
fluctuations

Efficient

Cost decreased significantly; 
competitive with traditional

Current efficiencies of 22%;
future efficiencies of 30%

Compliant

Helps utilities meet their 
renewable energy targets

Assists State in meeting 
carbon reduction goals

Reliable

Functions as an on-system 
resource of on-demand power

Enhanced grid stability 
through ancillary services



When
Key milestones, construction phases, and expected completion dates. Near term steps will take 9 - 12 months.
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Landowner Approval

Due Diligence

Environmental Studies

Wildlife Studies

Archealogical Studies

CDOT Assessment

FAA, Glare Studies

SUP Pre-Application

Permit Communications Plan

County Road and Bridge Permits

County SUP Permits
County Road Agreement

CPW (Spring 24) Wildlife Studies

Address SUP Conditional Approvals

Geotechnical Studies

Engineering

State Permits

Building Permits

Interconnection Agreements

NTP

Construction - Phase 1

Construction - Phase 2

Construction - Phase 3

Landowner Approval Impact Studies SUP Engineering Phase 1 Phase 2 Phase 3
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In-progress
SUP Dependent
Not Started

Completed
2-year duration

Immediate Steps
+9-month duration

State and Building Permits
+12-month duration



Environmental Stewardship
Best Management Practices (BMPs) to ensure the well-being of local wildlife and ecosystems.
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BMPs - Avoid, Minimize, and Mitigate Water Source and Use

Strategy Stage BMPs

Avoid

Minimize

Mitigate

Site Selection

Site Preparation

Construction

Operations

Reclamation

Wildlife: Implement measures to avoid wildlife encroachment 
and adhere to seasonal construction restrictions.
CPW recommendations to safeguard wildlife during critical 
periods.

Soils: Install appropriate protection measures to protect the 
natural landscape.
Implement soil protection and sediment control measures 
including silt fences and sediment basins to prevent land 
degradation.

Water: Utilize non-potable water from existing wells or 
nearby external sources. No new water or wastewater 
infrastructure.
Water conservation, enforced reduction in usage and water 
recycling.

Pollution: Company and contractor policies, and good 
neighbor practices.
Noise, dust suppression and truck track out reduction. Speed 
reduction, vegetative/material covering, water spraying.

Restore: Comprehensive Decommissioning Plan.
Dismantle and remove all infrastructure and rehabilitate site 
to its natural state or an improved condition.

1. Source: epa.gov/watersense. Average Americans water use of 100 gallons per person per day.
2. Source: www.energyandpolicy.org. Coal and water conflicts in the American West.

Non-Potable Industrial Use Water

Water Hauling 
Companies

Existing 
Wells

Bulk 
Municipal Tap

Construction Operations

470 acre-feet/
phase

30.6 acre-
feet/year

Typical Annual Water Use

~36,500 
gallons/year

1
Person

~10M 
gallons/year

273
People 1

~2.7B 
gallons/year 2

84,000
People



Benefits Summary
Overview of the economic, environmental, and social benefits to the local community.
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GHG Emissions Avoided

3M tons/year
~600,000 cars/year

Restores Native
Vegetation

Clean Alternative

3.3GW
Coal plants retiring in Colorado by 2031

Significant Investment

+$1B

Landowners and Economic 
Partnerships

Water Conserved

1.3B gal./year
Compared to coal

Wildlife Habitat 
and Safe Refuge

Renewable

600MW
~110,000 houses

Local Economic Impact

+$8M/year

Employment

261/36
Construction Jobs/Operations Jobs

Environment Sources: This data is from the EIA 
923 monthly and annual filings.

Environment

Power

Economy

Community



Economic Impact to Morgan County
The Project is estimated to stimulate +$8 million/year in the local economy.
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Improve Local Services
Infrastructure Levy
Educational Enhancement Tax
Public Health and Safety Fund

Develop Local Workforces
Jobs and Benefits
Sustainable Income Sources
Employment Growth Initiatives

Grow Local Businesses
Construction & Operation Services
Compliance Services
Repair and Maintenance Supplies

Support Local Economy
Industry and Revenue Diversity
Attracting Additional Investment
Sponsorships & Partnerships

Taxes
For Qualified State Assessed Renewables, the capital cost thresholds developed each year in accordance with 39-4-102 CRS. The projected property tax is estimated as levelized but 
will fluctuate each year with the comparable non-renewable energy cost and other variables.
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